A sight to gladden our hearts - mist down the Weuda valley after rain
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one of the dullest we’ve ever printed. However, the
conical indentations in the soft sand adjacent to our
entry veranda are created by tiny insects, the capture
of which before they burrowed ever deeper into the
soft sand, used to be a great childhood sport in the
days before the mobile phone consumed the
attention of children to the exclusion of everything
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We have taken the liberty of placing in this HPH
Newsletter what could probably be described as
“archival pictorial material.” One picture provides
evidence of activity at HPH by what is reckoned to be
the most endangered mammal in the world, the Scaly
Anteater or Pangolin. This very mild and totally
inoffensive creature is being hunted into near
extinction in the South Asian region to satisfy the
seemingly insatiable appetite of the Chinese for the
meat and scales which are reputed to have all kinds of

magical qualities. What
price superstition and
mumbo jumbo?
Incidentally, the animal’s
name is derived from the
Malay word, pengguling,
meaning, “one who rolls
up," descriptive of this
totally inoffensive
animal’s sole means of
defence.

Pangolin diggings at
Meditation Flat

On a lighter note is the
picture of Cycas shoots
Cycas nathorstii leaf shoots
that Arlene makes into a
substitute for asparagus tips, ensuring that they are
indistinguishable from the delicacy they are replacing!
AS ALWAYS, WE’D BE MORE THAN PLEASED TO
RECEIVE YOUR FEEDBACK ON WHAT YOU’D LIKE TO
SEE IN OUR MONTHLY NEWSLETTER
With all good wishes,
Arlene & Emil

HPH’s "official mascot," the Pangolin
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