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More about all of that at another time!
A recent trip to the incredible Samadhi Buddha
Statue at Moneragala provided evidence of yet
another unique endeavour on the site. On the
path leading up from the temple to the statue,
some of the stone sculptors have begun carving
out images of two of the most important gods
in the Hindu pantheon, Shiva (the god of
fertility?) and Ganesh, colloquially known as
the “Elephant God.” This was wholly
unexpected and we weren’t able to ascertain
what provoked this new initiative. When we
do, the readers of this newsletter will be the
first to know! A footnote to my conversation
with the sculptors: they spoke fluent Sinhala,
thanks to the length of time they’d been in this
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worth the effort thanks to the unmatched view
of the North Western plain.
After years of complaining about consecutive
droughts, each seemingly more severe than the
one that preceded it, we have had a surfeit of
rain that has presented a different set of
challenges. Among these has been keeping our
(already-rough) road accessible to wheeled
traffic. Primarily through the exercise of
hitherto-unsuspected ingenuity, we’ve
succeeded though we would ask that you
continue to keep your fingers crossed for us!
We are still in the process of mopping up some
of the debris from the unprecedented tornado
that did so much damage
around our home recently,
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Our vanilla crop is ready for harvest. There are
certainly more beans than in the past thanks,
primarily, to Biso’s increasing expertise in
pollinating the flowers. However, the
“downside” is that the beans are smaller than
before and we will not realise anything
approaching the astronomical prices on the
world market because of local marketing
constraints.
Our pepper crop is certainly not as large as it
usually is and, here again, I suspect the very dry
conditions we’ve experienced have taken their
toll.
We had a guest who continued on his travels
through the northern part of the Sri Lanka at
the end of November. He was making his third
visit to HPH, an indication, if such is needed,
that we do provide service of a more than
acceptable standard, even though we say so
ourselves!
With all good wishes,
Arlene & Emil
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