Senevi with (baby) Elephant’s Foot Yam (Amorphophallus campanulatus)
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The steady, soaking rains continue though we are glad
to report that we have not (so far!) had the devastating
floods and gale-force winds that other parts of Sri
Lanka are experiencing.
The reason that this newsletter didn’t go out a few days
earlier is because of an extremely sad occurrence at
HPH – the passing of the beloved “Natta,” our dog of
indeterminate parentage but of a character that would
do a good human proud. The word “distraught” is often
abused, but it is the only one that comes to mind in
describing all of us here at HPH at this time. When the
pall of sadness has lifted, we’ll fill you in on the tragic
circumstances of her passing.
We are trying to get the word out about HPH to a wider
international audience and, at our age and given our
limited technical skills insofar as communications
media such as Facebook,” find it “tough sledding” as
that term from the country of my adoption had it! That
said, we have come to realise that what Halgolla
Plantation Home has to offer, as those of you who’ve
been here will confirm, is truly unique. The challenge is
how to get the message out while faced with significant
financial constraints: commercial advertising is a nonstarter! One of the things we’ve discovered is that
there is a slow but steady trickle of potential guests
contacting us because those who’ve “come to HPH as
guests and left as lifelong friends” have recommended
us and what HPH provides.
This newsletter is our primary means of getting the
word out and many of you already have helped by
disseminating it among your circle of friends. We are
most appreciative of your assistance and hope you’ll
keep up the good work!

Our beloved Natta" in happier
times (by the Soaking Pool)

A recent addition to our endeavours, though one that
harks back in time to the days before Emil left for
Canada (1973), is the attempt to establish a commercial
plant nursery at Halgolla. We’re beginning with cloves
and should have a few hundred plants in poly sleeves
available for sale in a few months. We intend on
concentrating on two of our spice crops for a beginning
- nutmeg and cloves - and will look to cinnamon and
some of our more exotic fruit and lumber trees such as
the Mangosteen (Garcinia mangostana), Nelli
(Phyllanthus acidus), Giant Okari nut (Terminalia
okari), Citron (Citrus medica), Kaffir lime (Citrus hystrix)
and Champak (Michelia champaca), among others.
With the exception of Senevi (again!) this is going to be
a new field of endeavour for those who help at HPH!
With the compliments of the holiday season to you and
yours
Arlene & Emil

Thepu (Costus speciosus) grows wild at HPH

Remember, we can be reached at
+94 (0) 77 347 0702
and +94 (0) 72 284 9770.
Our website is
www.halgollaplantationhome.com. and
our email is
emil@halgollaplantationhome.com

